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Connecting to Life

When Life Doesn’t Make Sense: Part 1
Allen Webster

The Bible warns us that “evil” days will come (Ecclesiastes 12:1; Matthew 6:34; Ephesians
5:16). Job observed, “Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1; cf.
Psalm 73:14, 21).At times, there will be events, situations, diagnoses, tragedies, and condi-
tions in our lives that will not make sense. The Psalmist wondered aloud, “Why standest
thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?” (Psalm 10:1).

There are mysteries in the New Testament that are not explained:?

* James, the brother of John was martyred for Christ, but on the same occasion Peter was
delivered from prison and spared from the same ruler (Acts 12:1ff). Why? Surely the Jeru-
salem Christians puzzled over this matter.

* Four companions in the gospel —Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke—arrived in the city of
Philippi to do mission work. Two of them —Paul and Silas—are whipped and thrown into
prison. The other two were untouched. Why?

* Epaphroditus, Paul’s helper in Rome, became desperately ill but recovered (Philippians
2:25-27). Paul, however, was afflicted with a grievous “thorn in the flesh” that was
chronic (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). Why?

At such times, our faith will be tested. And, in such storms, there are foundation stones
that cannot be moved.

We can trust God in the dark

Corrie Ten Boom, popular author and Holocaust survivor, wrote, “When a train goes
through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don’t throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit
still and trust the engineer.” So it is in life. We can trust God farther than we can “see.”
Solomon wrote, “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own un-
derstanding; in all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will make thy paths
straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Continued on page 2...
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Connecting to Life continued ...

When we hurt, we really have only two choices:
* We can hurt with God, or
¢ We can hurt without Him.

We need God more in suffering than ever before. Losing faith will not re-
move our pain. It rather adds a second problem, and of the two, Jackson
notes, “infidelity is of far greater consequence.”2 Job trusted in spite of un-
heard of suffering. When all of his children died, his possessions were lost,
and his means of livelihood removed, he said simply, “The LORD gave,
and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job
1:21). When he soon also lost his health and suffered months of agony, he
remained unfazed: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15).

Wayne Jackson advised that a period of suffering is a time to “immerse
ourselves in the evidences that builds faith in the integrity of the Word of
God” (Psalm 19; Romans 10:17). It is absolutely paramount that we estab-
lish confidence in the testimony of the Scriptures. Unless we are convinced
that the Bible is true, and we can trust its message, there is nowhere to go
for any meaningful resolution; we will fall into the devil’s trap of doubt.

Endnotes
1 This section adapted from Wayne Jackson, Christiancourier.com
2 Christiancourier.com
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Connecting to God’s Word

Read Matthew 5.

Which beatitude presents the most difficulty in your life?

3. If someone asked you if you knew you were going to heaven,
what would you say?

4. What is one question or observation you have over this chap-
ter?

5. How can this chapter help in family relationships?

6. What is one action step you will take in your life based on to-

day’s reading?

N o=

Connecting to His Church

7801 Macon Road ~ Cordova, TN 38018

Monthly Youth Challenge for Teenage Youth Group every
month

Schedule of Services

Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship 1:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 P. M.

(Attended nursery at all services)
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