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Connecting to Life

A Straight Line in a Crooked World

In a book about historical figures, Jeff O’Leary described Sir Thomas
More (1478-1535), an English lawyer, scholar, and statesman as “a
straight stick in a crooked world.” I immediately thought of how that

this should describe Christians.

To the saints at Philippi, Paul wrote, “That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ,
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain” (Philippians 2:15;
cf.Deuteronomy 32:5). Please note that these saints were living in a
crooked and perverse world. Crooked means bent, curved, or twisted.
It is from the Greek word skolios. You may have heard of scoliosis, the
medical condition which involves an abnormal curvature or misalign

Continued on page 2...



Connecting to Jesus

Was the Philippian Jailer Saved Before Baptism?

The story of the Philippian jailer is found in Acts 16. The

jailer was in charge of Paul and Silas, who had been ar-
rested on false charges by the owners of a slave girl. They
had cast a demon out of the girl, depriving her owners of
the money they made by exploiting her (Acts 16:19-21).
So Paul and Silas were arrested, beaten, and put into the
innermost prison, with their feet in the stocks. The jailer
was to keep them safely.

Beaten and bleeding, Paul and Silas prayed and sang
praises to God, even at midnight (Acts 16:25). Suddenly
an earthquake shook the prison. Awakening from sleep,
the jailer was ready to kill himself because he was sure
that the prisoners had escaped. When Paul calmed him
by assuring him that the prisoners were still there, he
‘came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, and
brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?' (Acts 16:29-30). They answered very simply:
'‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house' (Acts 16:31). Since the jailer was not told
to be baptized, does this mean that he was saved before
baptism? Consider the rest of his story.

Paul and Silas had told the jailer that salvation would
come from believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, but what
did this jailer know about Jesus? It is unlikely that he had
heard any of Paul's sermons. He probably knew nothing
of Jesus, other than what he had learned from hearing the
songs and prayers of Paul and Silas. So 'they spake unto
him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his
house' (Acts 16:32). Did speaking the 'word of the Lord'
include baptism as necessary?

Luke records that the jailer 'took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he
and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them
into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, be-
lieving in God with all his house' (Acts 16:33-34). When
were the jailer and his household baptized? It was 'the
same hour of the night.'" If baptism were not essential,
why didn't they at least wait until morning light before
they were baptized? When did he rejoice-before or after
baptism? They rejoiced after baptism, knowing they had
truly obeyed the Lord, and their sins were forgiven. The
jailer had a saving faith, a faith that responded to the sac-
rifice of Christ by obeying Him. His obedience in baptism
demonstrated his faith, and his faith was demonstrated in
his baptism. The jailer was like all other Christians we
read of in the New Testament (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Gala-
tians 3:27; cf. Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21). He was saved after
baptism.

-Bob Prichard

Connecting to Life continued ...

ment of the spine. The saints at Philippi were living in a mor-
ally bent and spiritually twisted world. Their world was filled
with darkness and soot. In the midst of this world, they were
to shine as lights and to be without spot (Matthew 5:14-16;
James 1:27).

Peter wrote, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Please note that these
saints had been called out of darkness. They were supposed to
be peculiar or different. They were supposed to be holy.

Obviously, our world is much like that described by Paul and
Peter. It is crooked and perverse and dark. As Christians, we
must not bend to it. We must stand strong (Ephesians 6:10-17).
We must be a straight line in a crooked world.

—Wade Webster

Connecting to God’s Word

The Sayings of Jesus on the Cross:

o Matthew 27:46

e Luke23:34
e Luke23:43
o Luke 23:46
e John 19:26-27
e John 19:28
e John 19:30

Connecting to His Church

7801 Macon Road ~ Cordova, TN 38018

Weekly luncheons between Sunday services!

Schedule of Services

Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A M.
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship 1:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

(Attended nursery at all services)

Please contact us at (901) 754-9893 to receive a free DVD
entitled “The Silencing of God”.



