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Title and History: 1 Corinthians is a beautiful letter written to a group of Christians who were having 

a difficult time remaining true to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  As this letter is read, many of the 

problems that existed in Corinth, and the modern problems of the church today become less archaic, 

and more applicable to today’s settings.  Often when the Bible is read, it seems as if it is consumed 

with the thought that it is directed more to people who lived two thousand years ago, instead of it being 

useful in the current cultures of today.  Nothing could be further from the truth!  This writer 

remembers a former instructor stating, “The Bible is as current as the morning newspaper,” and that 

sentiment could not be agreed with more.  Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth holds within its 

pages the truths that have the capability of helping any congregation of the Lord’s people to live and 

behave in the way that God desires, if they will adhere to it. 

 

The apostle Paul’s letter to Corinth was originally written to the “church of God which is at Corinth” 

(1 Cor. 1:1), and is the first of two letters they received.  The first letter to the Corinthians holds the 

seventh place in the Holy Scripture, and evidence supports that it was likely the third letter that the 

apostle Paul wrote, following the two letters to the church at Thessalonica (Thiessen, Introduction to 

the New Testament).  The significance of the title points to the fact that it was written to Christians, that 

even among God’s faithful problems arise, and they must be handled properly. 

 

History speaks to the fact that Corinth was the commercial capital of Greece, in much the same way 

that Athens was its educational capital (Willis, Truth Commentaries First Corinthians), and that the 

city was located on the southern extremity of the isthmus, that joined the Peloponnesus to the mainland 

of Greece (Ibid.).  In their works on the Biblical text, Frank Dunn and Henry Thiessen make some very 

interesting points concerning Corinth’s history.  The city became a mecca of commerce because of its 

location, and since sailing around Cape Malea was a treacherous endeavor, it was common for sailors 

to cross the isthmus by land, instead of taking the sea route (Ibid).  The fact that the sea course was 

avoided, meant that all the commerce that passed from the Corinthian gulf to the Saronic Gulf (the 

east/west traffic), passed through Corinth (Ibid.).  Also, since the only access to the mainland of 

Greece from the Peloponnesus was through Corinth, they also received the traffic from the north to the 

south (Ibid).  A combination of these factors led to Corinth becoming a focal point of trade, and 

destined to be a great city (Ibid). 

 

Corinth was also known for its splendor, but was infamous because of its great immorality that had 

taken the city, almost in its entirety (Dunn, Know Your Bible).  It was notorious for its sinfulness and 

debauchery, and all social forces of the age, came together inside of its boundaries; such as, sailors, 

merchants, adventurers, refugees, and almost every nationality of the world, bringing with them all the 

evils that were the shame of every other nation (Ibid.). 

 

The importance of the letters entitled 1 and 2 Corinthians cannot be understated.  Nowhere was the 

Gospel needed more than in this city.  Gareth Reese commented, “To live as they live at Corinth” 

meant a life of lust, lasciviousness, luxury, and every desire of the flesh could be fulfilled within its 

borders (Reese, New Testament Epistles 1 Corinthians).  The sinfulness of Corinth relegated 

philosophy and religion to its lowest uses, and when religion was incorporated, its followers called on 

the name of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love and beauty, also known to the Romans as Venus, 

and never on the name of the God of heaven, until Paul set foot in the city (Dunn).   One of the most 



From the Desk of  Rick Owens 
 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST • Cordova, Tennessee www.cordovachurchofchrist.com 

immoral acts the Corinthians committed in the name of religion, was the use of female slaves who 

were housed in the temple of Aphrodite, and devoted to prostitution in the name of their god (Ibid.).  

The city of Corinth was in desperate need of the Gospel, and the great missionary Paul established a 

congregation of the Lord’s people there, and continued to watch over their welfare, and one way he did 

that was by writing inspired letters for their benefit, and for modern people as well. 

 

In the coming weeks, the Cordova Connection will examine the different aspects of the first letter 

written to Corinth, and make application to today’s world, and church. 


