
From the Desk of  Rick Owens 
 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST • Cordova, Tennessee www.cordovachurchofchrist.com 

AN ANCIENT CITY WITH A MODERN APPLICATION-Part 3 
April 24, 2016 

 

Over the last two weeks, the Cordova Connection has embarked on a general study of the first letter 

written to the church at Corinth, by the apostle Paul.  The title and city, and the author and date have 

been examined.  This week, we will begin to notice the purpose of the letter Paul wrote to the brethren 

in that city; of course, with the hope of gleaning from its pages the great lessons the Holy Spirit has left 
for us. 
 

Purpose: It appears as if this letter was not prompted by a single event, but rather by a group of events, 

which had a cumulative effect that resulted in the letter which we have preserved for us today.  The 

apostle Paul had received reports and questions about and from the church in Corinth, and wished to 

address the issues that had been raised.  This letter is a great source of information and answers, to the 

questions and circumstances that plague the church, even in modern times.  F. F. Bruce called Paul’s 

letter “the doctrine of the cross in its social application” (F. F. Bruce, “The Acts of the Apostles”). 

 

The reader will notice that following his introduction of the letter, Paul began to answer the theological 

and the practical problems that were being faced in the church at Corinth, which he learned from the 

reports from the household of Chloe (1 Cor. 1:11).  The theme of the letter is to rectify those issues that 

had been brought to his attention including serious doctrinal and moral sins and irregularities of 

Christian living, including disorderly conduct in worship, false views of the resurrection of the body, 

incest, adultery and other sexual immorality, improper behavior toward fellow Christians, misuse of 

Christian liberty, disorders in observing the Lord’s Supper, and other acts of disorderly conduct within 

the worship assembly. 

 

It is true now, just as it was true then, that the spirit of division in the brotherhood would spawn other 

difficulties and would increase the harm of the present ones.  The division, and other problems, that 

faced the church at Corinth, prompted Paul to send Timothy as his personal representative.  Edmond 

D. Hiebert rightly stated that Timothy was to bring to remembrance the life that Paul lead and the 

teachings that he had given them concerning the Christ, and they were to immediately address those 

issues, and return to the faith that Paul had previously taught them (Hiebert, D. Edmond, “First 

Corinthians”).  Ultimately, the purpose of the letter is unfortunate, for it was to rebuke the brethren in 

their gross misconduct, to encourage discipline where it was needed (chap. 5), to answer falsehoods 

concerning doctrine (15:1-58), and to tell them of his future plans (16:5-9).  In writing this letter, Paul 

also resisted the temptation to visit them “with a rod” (4:21) but instead wanted to give them the 

opportunity to correct the problems on their own, thus showing his sincere love for his brethren.  

Paul’s love for the church in Corinth becomes very obvious as the letter unfolds, and is a great 

example of Christ’s words, “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you” 

(Jn. 15:12). 

 

The various difficulties that the Corinthians experienced threatened to destroy the church in that 

location, which Paul worked so diligently to establish.  The information Paul received concerning the 

church there, including from some of its own members, greatly hindered his desire to travel to other 

locations for the purpose of evangelism.  Many of the issues were the result of selfishness, greed, and a 

desire to be the greatest among their number, like the earlier disciples (Mk. 9:34).  The letter has 

revealed to us an array of perplexing situations, and unhealthy speculations regarding the doctrine of 
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Christ.  F. W. Farrar made some very timely observations regarding the trouble in Corinth.  Various 

questions were posed to Paul regarding marriage such as the value of marriage versus celibacy, second 

marriages, mixed marriages, and marriages of young daughters (F. W. Farrar, The Pulpit Commentary 

Corinthians).  However, it must have been somewhat encouraging for Paul, that the members had 

sought direction from him concerning the disputes which had arisen concerning the “strong,” and the 

“weak” members when it came to eating meat offered to idols, and whether the women should appear 

within the assembly with their heads covered.  They had great misunderstanding of such things as the 

value of spiritual gifts (they desired those easiest recognized), the physical difficulties surrounding the 

resurrection of the body, and they also inquired about the collection to be taken up for the poor saints 

in Jerusalem.  Though the clear theme of the letter is one of disappointment, and perhaps anger on the 

part of Paul, it must have given the apostle some hope for their repentance, and continued faithfulness 

to God. 

 

Next week’s bulletin will continue with a study of some of the Corinthian passages, many of which 

have been the source of disagreements among Christians.  Our purpose, will be to examine those 

portions of God’s Word within the proper context of the letter. 


