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Being a disciple of Christ, also means that the Christian must continue in his initial ambition of following Jesus.  

For that to happen, one must meet the necessary requirements that have been placed before him.  Jesus 

encouraged His disciples to be steadfast by providing protection to them, He said, “My Father, which gave them 

me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand” (Jn. 10:29).  Like so many 

passages in the Bible, this one has been greatly abused for centuries.  One of the foundational proof texts, used 

by adherents of John Calvin’s false theology of eternal security, is this one.  Jesus did not state that one could 

not lose his salvation, but that no one could take it away from Him!  Jesus was encouraging His disciples to 

steadfastness by telling them no person or entity could “pluck” them from the security of the Father’s hand, not 

that they could not willingly leave it. 

 

One of the misapplications of Jesus’ teaching in John 10:29, is that, if one claims he can lose initial 

salvation, then he is not sure of his salvation in the first place, as stated by Charles Stanley, pastor of 

the First Baptist Church of Atlanta.  His view is that an individual is saved by belief, not through the 

maintenance of belief (Pyne, Robert A. 2015.  “A Book Review of Eternal Security: Can you Be 

Sure?” Bibliotheca sacra 497-498), but that is not what Jesus taught to His disciples.  He said, “He that 

endureth to the end shall be saved” (Mt. 10:22).  Continuing in faithful discipleship was a mark of one 

that followed Jesus then and who follows Jesus today. 
 

Another aspect of being a disciple of Christ, is being able to set proper priorities in one’s life.  One of the 

greatest instances of Christ teaching proper discipleship is in the account of Mary and Martha, where Luke 

recorded, 

 

“Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a 

certain woman named Martha received him into her house.  And she had a 

sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.  But 

Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, 

dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore 

that she help me.  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou 

art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary 

hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her” (Lk. 

10:38-42). 

 

In this account, Martha learned a great lesson about priorities.  The reader learns that these two sisters had very 

different priorities in this instance.  Neither was sinful in their actions, but Jesus had to demonstrate what was 

the most important at the time, which must be a disciple characteristic.  Mary is introduced as the one sitting at 

the feet of Jesus listening to His teaching, and one that heard what He was saying.  Again, Martha committed no 

sin, in that she was fulfilling the cultural expectation of providing food for her guest, but she allowed herself to 

become distracted from that which was most important.  Luke emphasizes the relationship between Mary and 

Jesus as that of teacher and disciple, and that the result was a strained relationship between the sisters, even if 

temporarily.  In the account, Jesus emphasized the importance of spiritual food over temporal food, and called it 

the “good part.”  In no way, was He encouraging His friends that work is not necessary, but that they should 

prioritize what is most essential.  Paul warned the Thessalonians that if “any would not work, neither should he 

eat” (2 Thess. 3:10).  Jesus told His disciples that the world would be able to identify them as His disciples if 

they had “love one to another” (Jn. 13:35), of course, that love was based in their love for Him and the truths 

that He taught. 

 

Next week, the Cordova Connection will present a final characteristic all disciples must possess. 


