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Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16).  This verse has often been called the 

golden text of the Bible because of the great things that we learn from it.  Though His statement is only 

twenty-five words long, its revelations are truly great!  Within Christ’s words, atheism is destroyed 

because He begins with God.  Agnosticism is shown to be false because God is revealed.  Jesus denied 

the notion that the gospel has been extended to only a certain few because “whosoever” believes has 

the opportunity to gain everlasting life.”  He also refuted the erroneous teaching that one can never lose 

salvation because, they “should not perish.”  Even though the words are few, their impact upon the world 

is great. 
 

The impact is great because we are introduced to the greatest being.  God is the power of the universe 

and the source of all creation.  He created the beauty of the physical world (Gen. 1, 2); it is through 

Him that we learn of our origin and the creation of mankind (Gen. 2:7); and He was the One Who 

ordained the world’s oldest institution of marriage and the family in the very beginning of time (Gen. 

2: 20-25).  God is the greatest being because He is the greatest giver.  After the creation was 

completed, He gave it to us; and James later declared that, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 

of turning” (Js. 1:17). 

 

Of course, the greatest gift that man has ever received came from the Father in heaven.  He gave the 

world His only begotten Son (Heb. 1:5) and it is through His name alone that we gain salvation (Acts 

4:12).  Christ’s love should never be doubted when we consider what He gave up for us!  He left the 

riches and glory of heaven in order to come to earth so we might be saved (Jn. 1:1-3, 14).  One writer 

compared His coming to live among men like one having a worm farm.  Though he may enjoy having 

the farm, he would never want to become a worm so that he could go about making the worms’ life 

better, would he? 

 

God is the greatest Being because He demonstrated the greatest behavior.  Jesus said that He “so loved 

the world.”  Love is the greatest emotion and is the source of the world’s greatest actions.  Even 

though the majority of the world has rejected God, He still loves us; Paul said, “But God commendeth 

his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, being now 

justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” (Rom. 5:8-9). 

 

God is the greatest Being, He demonstrated the greatest behavior, and it is through His Son that we are 

able to enjoy the greatest blessings.  His great love should elicit, from us, our greatest behavior, which 

is obedience to the gospel plan of salvation.  If we hope to enjoy the greatest blessings, we must be 

willing to submit to Christ and do as He has instructed us.  John said, “He that believeth on the Son 

hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 

him” (Jn. 3:36). 

 

In Christ, we enjoy “all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3).  Because of that, we should strive to learn how 

to get into Christ.  Paul has taught us that Christ’s body and the church are the same entity (Eph. 1:22-

23; Col. 1:18).  Christ, Himself, stated that He would “build my church” (Mt. 16:18), and it is that 

organization of which all people should want to become members.  Paul told the Christians at Galatia, 
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“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27). 

 

Paul, the inspired apostle, said baptism was the final act that places one in the body of Christ, and it 

also washes away our sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).  Peter later explained to the Christians that were 

scattered abroad that submission to baptism gives us a clear conscience toward God and also saves us 

(1 Pet. 3:21).  However, baptism is only the final step in God’s plan for initial salvation.  We must also 

believe on Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:16), repent of all past sins (Acts 17:30), confess that He is the Son of 

God (Acts 8:37), and finally, after submersion in water for the forgiveness of sins, we are able to come 

forth from the grave of baptism and walk in a new life (Rom. 6:3-4). 

 

Within a short verse, we are able to find the greatest things that any of us can attain.  The love from the 

greatest Being, the greatest behavior, and the greatest blessings that have ever been offered. 


