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Last week we began a study of the supposed contradictions surrounding the resurrection of our Lord.  We 

addressed the issue of the time and number of women that were at the tomb, on that Sunday.  This week, we turn 

our attention to the alleged discrepancies surrounding the angels that were there. 

 

 In his account, Matthew mentions only one angel that came down from heaven (Mt. 28:2).  Mark makes the 

claim that a “young man” was sitting on the right side inside the tomb (Mk. 16:5), whereas, Luke stated that 

there were two men inside the tomb (Lk. 24:4), but John said the two angels on the inside of the tomb appeared 

to Mary (Jn. 20:12).  Is there a contradiction concerning the number of angels, or maybe they were not angels at 

all, but only men?  Those that endeavor to discredit the Bible’s inspiration declare that not only are the number 

of angels contradictory, but also the location and place of them, as well.  Keep in mind that there can only be a 

contradiction if an assertion is made regarding the same person, at the same time, in the same context.  Dr. 

Alfred Plummer made the point, in his commentary on Luke, “We know too little about the manner of Angel 

appearances to be sure that Luke and John mention the same two Angels, or that Matthew and Mark mention the 

same one.  Where, out of two or more, one only is spokesman, he is necessarily remembered.  The other or 

others may be easily ignored or forgotten.  It is an exaggeration to call such differences discrepancies.”  Again, 

if there are two angels there has to be one! 

 

It is not logical to assign restraints to the abilities of the angelic host, when it comes to their interactions with 

humankind.  The facts of which we can be certain, angels are powerful (2 Kings 19:35), they are numerous (Mt. 

26:53; Heb. 12:22), and they are ministering spirits (Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19); therefore, man cannot know all an 

angel is capable of or not.  Understanding that, it cannot be known, and it is not stated, that there were only one, 

two, or any other number of angels present at the tomb of Jesus.  There could have been any number of angels 

sent to minister to Christ and the disciples, after His resurrection, and they could have chosen to be seen or not 

seen, they could have appeared in the tomb to Mary Magdalene, or appeared outside the tomb to others.  The 

thing that is certain is that there is no contradiction in the resurrection accounts. 

 

Mankind’s belief in the Bible as the inerrant Word of God is not based upon wishful thinking, or a leap into the 

dark.  The internal evidences, along with the external evidences of its inspiration, have never been successfully 

refuted, and because of that, we can rest assured that we can place our faith and trust in the Bible that has been 

preserved for us, by God.  Especially, the fact that Christ lived, died, was resurrected, and ascended back to the 

Father, where He sits at the right hand ruling in the kingdom even unto this day (Acts 2:33). 


