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The God of heaven has never expected His creation to know His will apart from the revelation He has 

provided for us.  That fact comes to light when we read, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man 

of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  The apostle 

Peter also said, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 

of Him who called us by glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:2-3). 

 

There isn’t a better example of that than on the Day of Pentecost.  Peter and the other apostles 

preached the first Gospel sermon after the death of Christ on that day.  Acts chapter two is the record 

of those events, Peter spoke about how the Jews had forsaken the prophesied Messiah and had put Him 

to death by “wicked hands” (Acts 2:23); but God raised Him from the dead proving He was His only 

begotten Son (Acts 2:24).  After He came out of the tomb, the Father fulfilled His promise of setting 

Christ at His right hand on the throne to rule over His kingdom (Acts 2:30-32). 

 

After those in attendance heard that great sermon, Luke recorded, “Now when they heard this, they 

were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we 

do’” (Acts 2:37; emph. mine)?  What should they have done about what?  They wanted to know how 

they could be forgiven of their past sins, which consisted of murdering the very Messiah for whom 

they had been waiting!  They wanted to be able to feel the relief that comes with having a purged 

conscience from all the past sins that always builds into an enormous burden.  Fortunately, for them 

and us, we have the very answer that the Holy Spirit, through the voice of Peter, gave them, “Then 

Peter said to them, ‟Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

 

How many of us go through the days of our lives wondering how to remove the burden of guilt from 

our shoulders that has built up over the many years?  Sometimes, we just sit down and wonder “what 

can I do?”  It is possible to enjoy the rest Christ promised all that are willing to obey His 

commandments, after all, it was He that said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and 

I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28).  The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords can give all of us the rest 

from the burden of sins that we so eagerly seek to find!  But, we have to do it according to His 

commandments, remember, He never expects us to be able to “read His mind,” He has given to us all 

that we need in order to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 

Those on the Day of Pentecost believed the preaching of the apostles, and we must also believe on 

Jesus as the Son of God (Jn. 8:24), we must repent of all past sins (Lk. 13:3), we must confess that 

Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:37), we must be immersed in water for the forgiveness of our sins 

(Acts 2:38; 22:16), and, finally, we must remain faithful for the rest of our lives (Mt. 10:22).  Those 

men and women did all those things after the sermon of the apostles and “the Lord added to the church 

daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). 

 

All aspects of God’s plan of salvation must be met before salvation can be gained.  One part of the 

plan is no more important than any other part, but each is equally important!  Many in the world 

dismiss the final act of initial salvation, baptism, as being unimportant; however, it is just as needed as 
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faith in Christ.  Lack of space prevents the detailed discussion of what God said baptism does, but 

please notice these verses with an open mind (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; Rom. 

6:1-4; Gal. 3:26-27). 

 

Peter gave an answer to the question, “What shall we do?”  The answer included all steps of salvation 

(Acts 2:40) and those “who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 

souls were added to them” (Acts 2:41); and those that remain stedfast in their faith will be reunited 

with Christ at the end of time (1 Thess. 4:17-18).  Christ invites all of us to obedience and comfort in 

His care. 


