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Upon my return from Indonesia, I found a correspondence from a member of our community.  The 

letter was polite, and the writer was very courteous in his message.  He is a member of a local 

denomination, and he began to discuss the nature of the Kingdom of God.  The denomination of which 

he is a member believes that the earth will continue eternally and will be home to those of God’s 

faithful that are not allowed to enter into heaven. 

 

In his letter, he made some statements that we will discuss.  The quote that has been taken from his 

letter is reproduced just as it was received; no alterations have been made to it in any way: 

 

“…I’m sure you are familiar with the Lord’s Prayer found at Matthew 

6:6-14.  In that model prayer, Jesus shows us the importance of praying 

for Gods Kingdom.  In fact, later in Matthew 6:25-33 He tells us not to 

worry excessively over the Basic necessities in life, but to seek Gods 

Kingdom first in our lives and all other things will be provided four us 

by our Heavenly Father. 

 

In Luke 8:1- Scripture tells us that Jesus went from village to 

village/town to town – preaching about the Good news of Gods 

Kingdom.  And when Jesus outlined what would indicate the “Last 

Days” of this world, after describing the wars, famines & earth quakes, 

He stated at Matt 24:14 that the Good news of Gods Kingdom had to be 

preached first to all nations, and then the end would come…” 

 

The confusion over these passages in Matthew is not peculiar to one particular group, but many, even 

some in the Lord’s church, have misunderstood them over the years.  The writer was correct when he 

understood that Jesus thought it very important for His disciples to pray for the coming Kingdom of 

God, and we can also use His model prayer to pray for the Kingdom that exists today.  However, the 

writer has made suppositions to the text that is not there.  His belief that Jesus was talking about the 

destruction of the world in the first part of Matthew 24 is a serious misunderstanding of the passage. 

 

As Jesus began to instruct the apostles on the coming destruction, which was concerning Jerusalem at 

the hand of Rome, He mentioned the signs that would precede the destruction.  Secular history tells us 

that, because of the signs that Jesus mentioned (Mt. 24:1-35), not one single Christian lost his or her 

life in A.D. 70 when Titus destroyed the city.  In fact, He said that some of that very generation would 

see the destruction before their lives would be over (Mt. 24:34).  So, either Jesus was warning of the 

destruction of the city, or there are men and women living today that are two thousand years old! 

 

It was at that point in His speech that the Lord said, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 

the angels of heaven, but my Father only” (Mt. 24:36), transitioning from the destruction of Jerusalem, 

to the end of time.  He gave no warning signs for that day; in fact He said, “Watch therefore: for ye 

know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known 

in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to 

be broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” 

(Mt. 24:42-44). 
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It is not possible to take from that passage any warning signs for the end of this world.  The coming 

kingdom of which Jesus and John spoke was the church that was established on the Day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2), and the same one that the prophets of old spoke of when they prophesied of a King and a 

Kingdom that would come (Jer. 23:5-6; Psa. 2:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14).  The New Testament prophets said 

that the church was the eternal purpose of God realized in Jesus Christ (Eph. 3:10-11), not a “plan B” 

that the correspondent believes to be the case.  It was Jesus who said, “My kingdom is not of this 

world” (Jn. 18:36). 

 

Jesus is reigning at the right hand of the Father even at this very minute (Acts 2:25-34).  The very fact 

that He is a ruling King indicates that He is ruling over His Kingdom right now!  The Hebrews writer 

exclaimed that we, those that have obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, have received a Kingdom that 

cannot be shaken (Heb. 12:28), because it would stand forever (Dan. 2:44).  Therefore, Christians are 

members of God’s Kingdom at this same moment.  We know that to be the truth because Daniel said 

that the Kingdom would be established during the reign of the Roman Empire (Dan. 2:44). 

 

Finally, when John recorded Christ’s Revelation he said, “I John, who also am your brother, and 

companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called 

Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9).  The correspondent 

would readily agree that John is our brother, that he was imprisoned on the Isle of Patmos, in 

tribulation, in patience, but that he was not in the kingdom!  If John were not in the Kingdom just as he 

said he was, he was not our brother, he was not on Patmos, and he was not in tribulation, though he 

was being persecuted by Domitian, king of Rome. 

 

With a proper study and an open mind one can come to the conclusion that God desires, which is that 

the kingdom and the church are the same entity!  If one wants to enjoy the blessings of Christ (Eph. 

1:3), he or she must be in Christ, in His spiritual body which is the church (Col. 1:18) and where Jesus 

is the Head (Eph. 1:22-23). 


