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What did the Holy Spirit intend for us to know concerning the consumption of drinking alcohol in 

“moderation?”  The very subject has the potential to produce very heated and passionate debate 

between even the best of friends.  However, that is not the intent of this article.  In order to come to an 

understanding of any Bible topic, one must go about it in a very logical manner without allowing 

emotion to bring him to the conclusion he wants, instead of the one God wants.  That is the intent of 

this article, to come to the proper understanding of the Holy Sprit’s commandments concerning the 

idea of “social drinking.”  When one engages in a discussion, the goal must be to determine truth, not 

to “win” an argument!  Therefore, it must be done in love (Eph. 4:15), and then accepted if it is proven 

to be doctrinal and scriptural. 

 

The term “social drinking” is not found anywhere in the Bible, so we must consider the terms that have 

been added in order to come to an understanding of the topic.  The Bible reader will see terms such as 

wine, drunk, drunkards, revellings or revelries, and banqueting or drinking parties (1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Pet. 

4:3; Rev. 17:2…). 

 

First it is helpful to understand that the word “wine” is a very generic term that can mean different 

things.  Wine can be a reference to alcoholic wine that will cause one to become intoxicated (Eph. 

5:18), it can mean the juice squeezed from a grape which makes a sweet drink and is non-alcoholic (Jn. 

2:1-10), or it can mean the grape itself (Isa. 65:8).  Regarding the wedding feast in Cana (Jn. 2:1-10), if 

the Lord had created intoxicating wine, He would have violated the Law of Moses (Prov. 23:31-32; 

Hab. 2:15).  So, when the word wine is read, it must be defined in view of the context under 

consideration. 

 

In the Old Testament when wine is mentioned, in the alcoholic form, it is always condemned.  

Solomon warned, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 

wise” (Pro. 20:1; cf. 23:31-32).  Isaiah condemned its use also, “Woe unto them that are mighty to 

drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: Which justify the wicked for reward, and take 

away the righteousness of the righteous from him!” (Isa. 5:22-23; cf. 28:7)!” 

 

The Holy Spirit not only condemned the use of alcohol in the Old Testament, but He did so in the New 

Testament, as well.  He said, “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is 

called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; 

with such an one no not to eat” (1 Cor. 5:11; cf. 5:13; 6:9-11; 1 Thess. 5:4-8; 1 Pet. 1:13; 5:8; Lk. 

12:45). 

 

One principle often used by some that accept “social drinking” is that drunkenness is condemned, but 

simply “drinking” is not condemned.  Drunkenness is certainly condemned in the Bible, but notice 

more closely a statement recorded by Peter, “For the time past of our life may suffice us to have 

wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 

banquetings, and abominable idolatries” (1 Pet. 4:3).  “Excess of wine” comes from the Greek word 

that means “overflowing” and is the state where one is falling down drunk.  “Revellings” is interpreted 

from the Greek word that means “carousel or rioting,” indicating drunkenness, but not falling down 

drunk.  “Banqueting” comes from the Greek word that means “drinking parties,” which is the “social” 
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setting for the consumption of alcohol.  Once a word study has been done, it becomes clearer that any 

use of drinking alcohol is forbidden in the Bible. 

 

However, the Holy Spirit did not want searchers for the truth to be confused, so we also have the verse, 

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit,” which is a 

commandment written to the Ephesian brethren from the apostle Paul (Eph. 5:18).  The word “drunk,” 

in that verse, is translated from the Greek word “       ,” “methusk ” which means “do not begin to 

be softened with wine” (Young’s Analytical Concordance).  According to Vine’s Expository 

Dictionary, it means “to make drunk or to grow drunk with wine” (Young’s, pg. 333).  God has 

condemned the very beginning stages of becoming intoxicated, which starts with the first drink.  It is 

apparent that the “social” use of alcohol is considered excess by the Holy Spirit and is a problem for 

those that desire to be faithful. 

 

With prayer and diligent study, it can be confirmed that “social drinking” is a problem that has been 

condemned by God, and one that will cost many their souls.  When the faithful strive to be like Christ 

(Eph. 5:1-2; 1 Pet. 2:21), then it becomes easy to stop living as the world and to begin to live faithfully.  

It is also the case that many are not aware that certain activities are sinful, but when they are instructed 

on it with book, chapter, and verse, they readily comply.  Thanks be to God because He has blessed us 

with His inspired Word for our learning (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:3). 


