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The Hebrews writer warned, “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 

in departing from the living God.  But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of 

you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13).  The writer is addressing those that had 

already obeyed the Gospel and were New Testament Christians, those who had already come to the 

“knowledge of the truth” (Heb. 10:26), and had been “illuminated” by it (Heb. 10:32).  The Holy 

Spirit, through the inspired writer, intended for us to be aware that a faithful Christian may fall by the 

wayside and depart from God through the deceitfulness of sin. 

 

From the very beginning of time, Satan has been a liar, and sin has been deceitful.  Eve, who was a 

child of God, was lied to by the serpent and gave in to the deceitfulness of sin.  Satan had taken upon 

himself the form of a serpent or had possessed the body of one and said, “Ye shall not surely die: For 

God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4-5).  Therefore, sin came into the world and has been here ever since. 

 

It is easy to understand that Satan is the father of all lies (Jn. 8:44), but what does it mean that sin is 

deceitful?  Sin is deceitful because it offers more than it can deliver!  In Adam and Eve’s account, 

notice their reactions to the temptation of sin, “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 

fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6).  Sin 

offers to the individual all the things that are desired in this world, but in reality it gives everything that 

is not wanted when it is finished.  The Prodigal Son of Luke 15 thought he was getting everything that 

he wanted, but he ended up living with the pigs (Lk. 15:14-17). 

 

Paul was so concerned with the ability of Satan to lie and deceive that he warned the Corinthian 

brethren, because he knew they could also be taken in by his lies.  He said, “But I fear, lest by any 

means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). 

 

The problem with sin is that it always appears as something that is very beautiful and desirable; 

however, it is actually ugly and rotten and eats away at the souls of men.  How does sin deceive?  It 

offers freedom but results in slavery, it appears to be one’s servant but always becomes the master, and 

it offers the joys of life but always results in sorrow and death.  Even God’s faithful are warned, “Be 

not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that 

soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 

reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6:7-8). 

 

The sin of greed caused Judas to betray the Lord and to hang himself (Mt. 27:1-5), the sin of lying cost 

Ananias and Sapphira their physical and spiritual lives (Acts 5:1-11), and the sin of arrogance caused 

Herod to be smitten by the Lord and eaten by worms because he did not give God the glory He 

deserved (Acts 11:20-23). 

 

Paul taught that unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, envy, murder, 

debate, deceit, malignity, whispering, backbiting, the hating of God, despitefulness, pride, boasting, the 

inventing of evil things, disobedience to parents, lack of understanding, covenant breaking, the lack of 
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natural affection, implacability, mercilessness, and any other sin that exists does nothing but destroy 

individuals and societies the world over (Rom. 1:29-32).  It cuts to the very fiber of our beings, 

consumes our physical, mental, moral, and spiritual essence, and offers only that which is detrimental 

to our eternal salvation.  May we always be diligent, striving to avoid temptation and resisting the devil 

as we walk the Christian path (Js. 4:7). 


