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This question has been asked on many occasions throughout man’s history upon this earth.  Some 

would answer this question by saying, “I know that I know God by the way I feel in my heart.”  

Perhaps, they might continue by saying, “I wouldn’t change what I feel in my heart for a stack of 

Bibles this high.”  This way of thinking is what is known as “subjectivism.”  Subjectivism says, “I am 

right because I think that I am right.”  A man once told a Gospel preacher that he had his mind made 

up and to stop confusing him with the scripture!  The Word of God tells us how we can know that we 

know Him.  John penned these words, “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 

commandments.  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 

is not in him.  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we 

that we are in him” (1 John 2:3-5). 

 

Just because one may profess to know God does not mean that they do or that He acknowledges them 

(Isa. 59:1-2).  Some profess to know Him while they deny Him in works and are disobedient to His 

will (Titus 1:16).  Before John ever wrote his letter, the Saviour of the world said, “If ye love me, keep 

my commandments” (Jn. 14:15). 

 

Having knowledge and certainty concerning our salvation can be a “sure thing” if we are diligent in 

our study of the word of God.  As John wrote the words “we know” concerning the doctrine of Christ 

in his first letter, he did so because God gave us the necessary information to be confident in our 

knowledge concerning salvation.  It was Paul that said, “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand 

my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 

men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:4-5).  It is possible 

that we can be certain of our salvation if we are dedicated to the process of searching the scriptures for 

the answers that God has provided for us concerning our eternal fate.  Christ admonished the Jews to 

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” 

(Jn. 5:39).  The Bereans were celebrated for their dedication to the study of God’s revealed word.  

Luke recorded, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 

all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). 

 

Satan is busy in the world today trying to convince everyone that will listen that instead of one path to 

God there are multiple paths and that one is as good as another.  However, Christ said, “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6).  There is no way to the 

Father apart from Jesus and His sacrifice no matter how persuasive the Devil can be.  Christ also said, 

“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15). 

 

Christ gave the pattern for eternal life: we must be willing to hear His teaching (Mt. 7:24-25), we must 

believe the great truths that He taught (Jn. 8:24), we must be willing to turn away from the world and 

to Him through repentance (Lk. 13:3, 5), we must make the good confession that He is the Son of God 

(Mt. 10:32), we must be willing to submit to baptism for the remission of sin (Mk. 16:15-16), and then 

we must live faithfully for Him (Mt. 10:22).  These are the words of the Lord, not the words of man. 


