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The world hates Christians!  Jesus said, “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 

because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 

you” (Jn. 15:19).  Why is that the case?  Why do the people of the world, those that openly practice 

sin, hate those that do not?  The answer is simple; we do not agree with or condone their sinful 

behavior.  A New Testament Christian does not and cannot, with God’s approval, endorse the ungodly 

actions of the world no matter what it is (Rom. 1:32).  However, we should not be surprised when the 

world reacts to faithful men and women this way.  John said, “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world 

hate you” (1 Jn. 3:13). 

 

How many times have members of the Lord’s church heard, “The church of Christ thinks they are the 

only ones going to heaven?”  That statement isn’t true!  Most of the faithful understand that all of us 

aren’t going to make it!  A member of Christ’s church should never be made feel like they have a 

superiority complex.  Faithful Christians simply understand the importance of being a member of 

Christ’s one body.  Paul said that all spiritual blessings were in Christ (Eph. 1:3).  In order to be in 

Christ, one must be in His church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18).  The question, then, is, how does one gain 

entrance into Christ?  Again, Paul said, “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For 

as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27).  A believer in 

Christ will always be obedient to His commandments (Jn. 14:15).  Those that truly believed on the day 

of Pentecost and gladly received the words of the apostles were baptized into Christ, and God added 

them to His church (Acts 2:41, 47); and there is only one church that Christ established (Mt. 16:18). 

 

The world hates the New Testament Christian because he does not endorse teachings that are not in 

accordance with God’s Word.  Paul suffered that same type of persecution but his response was, “I 

marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 

Christ.  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 

have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 

preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  For do I now 

persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 

of Christ.  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man” (Gal. 

1:6-11).  If one were to endorse homosexuality, social drinking, fornication, adultery, child abuse, 

gossiping, malice, lying, or any other sin, he would be following after a doctrine that did not originate 

from Christ (Rom. 1:22-32). 

 

The world also hates the New Testament Christian because he does not fellowship manmade religions 

as if they were on the same plane as God’s religion.  That is not a phenomenon that is peculiar to the 

modern Christian either.  When Peter and John preached Christ’s Gospel to the Jews at Jerusalem, their 

leaders were not pleased when they taught that there was only one name under heaven through which a 

person could gain salvation, Christ’s (Acts 4:12).  The apostles and other faithful brethren did not 

fellowship the false teachings of Judaism and made no effort to “sugar coat” their disagreements with 

those leaders.  They could not be heard saying, “We are all going to the same place we are only taking 

different paths to get there.”  Because of the great faith they had in Christ, Peter and John said, 

“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  For we 

cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20). 



From the Desk of  Rick Owens 
 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST • Cordova, Tennessee www.cordovachurchofchrist.com 

 

Many ask why the churches of Christ refuse to participate with denominations in works and worship.  

It begins with the fact that the church of Christ is not a denomination and was built by Jesus Christ 

Himself (Mt. 16:18).  The church that Christ gave His very blood for (Acts 20:28) is not the product of 

man, was not a denomination at its inception, and is not a denomination almost two thousand years 

later. 

 

Christ prayed to the Father that there would never be a single denomination in the world (Jn. 17:20-

21).  Paul taught against denominationalism in his first letter to the Corinthian church.  He had heard 

that there were “divisions” or denominations among them.  He had been told that some were saying “I 

am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ” (1 Cor. 1:12).  His inspired response 

was, “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul” (1 Cor. 

1:13)?  Christ is not divided, and He will not approve of any man or woman that supports religious 

division in the world and neither can faithful Christians. 

 

Members of the Lord’s church do not hold the view that they are better in any way than any other 

person that lives.  However, we do hold the view that we are going to be faithful to the commandments 

of God whether any other living person agrees with it or not.  When men and women stand for the 

truth and do not bend to the wishes of those in the world, they will be scorned, mocked, and 

persecuted.  However, we must continue to remain faithful and hold to the truth of the Gospel; and be 

like Joshua when he said, “…as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15). 


