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The apostle Peter gave the Holy Spirit inspired commandment, “But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts:  and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is 

in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).  People “hope” for many different things in this life.  The 

two disciples that walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24) expressed certain hopes they had 

concerning the Christ.  As parents, we have certain hopes for our children; as husbands and wives, we 

have hopes for our spouses; we have hopes for our country; we have hope for rain, sunshine, and 

sometimes, even snow.  Hope is truly a wonderful thing! 

 

Often in this life, we are forced to face situations we do not understand.  Hope is often the only thing 

we have that will carry us through when these events occur.  We might wake in the morning and think, 

“Things are not going just the way I had wanted.”  When that happens we need to know that one day 

we will be standing before the Judge of all mankind, and if we are found to be faithful, we will no 

longer experience these “rough” times in our existence. 

 

Our hope will carry us through if it rests upon the proper Foundation.  A foundation’s purpose is to 

hold and support.  Without a proper foundation, a house will not stand the test of time.  Our hope or 

faith in Christ must be built upon a proper foundation.  Peter said our hope was a “lively” hope (1 Pet. 

1:3); in other words, our hope is a “living” hope.  Our hope lives because we have a Saviour that lives.  

In contrast, all the founders of man-made religions are dead and buried, or will be dead and buried if 

the world stands long enough.  In his great sermon on Pentecost, Peter talked about the tomb of David.  

He said the body of the great king was still in the very tomb they had placed him in at the end of his 

physical life, but the tomb of Jesus was empty because He still lived!  The foundation of our hope is 

that Jesus is alive and ruling from heaven at the right hand of the Father even now (Acts 7:55-56). 

 

Our hope will carry us through if it has the proper Force behind it.  Peter said the Father “hath begotten 

us again unto a lively hope” (1 Pet. 1:3).  The Father is the force behind our hope because He is the 

force behind “the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3).  There are many false 

prophets in the world today and many that have gone on to eternity that claimed to be the force behind 

their particular religious movements, such as Joseph Smith, Charles Taze Russell, Ellen G. White, and 

Mary Baker Eddy, to name only a few.  The problem with some man or woman being the force behind 

one’s hope is that they have no force.  The great prophet said, “O LORD, I know that the way of man 

is not in himself:  it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).  If man cannot direct his 

own steps, how can he be the force behind one’s hope? 

 

Our hope will carry us through if we realize its Fulfillment.  This will allow us to have joy and peace 

even during times of distress.  This does not indicate that we are to enjoy these periods of time, but it 

does mean we can look beyond them to the goal that we all strive to gain.  We can have joy in the fact 

that we have the forgiveness of sin and an inheritance in heaven which is given to all that walk in the 

light and are faithful.  The struggles in this life are temporary, but the joys of heaven are permanent 

(Rev. 21:4; 22:14).  The fulfillment of our hope and faith is eternity in heaven with the Father and the 

Son!  Be comforted by the words of the Saviour, “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer… 

be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 
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Hope is a wonderful and comforting thing to be able to possess.  The Christian hope allows us to know 

there is something better for each of us in the sweet by and by.  By understanding our hope and its 

Foundation, its Force, and its Fulfillment, we are better able to defend it as the apostle directed us to 

do. 

 

Albert Brumley wrote in a hymn, “If we never meet again this side of heaven, As we struggle thro’ this 

world and its strife, There’s another meeting place somewhere in heaven, By the side of the river of 

life; Where the charming roses bloom for ever, And where separations come no more, If we never 

meet again this side of heaven, I will meet you on that beautiful shore.”  That is our hope! 


