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As Paul concluded chapter fifteen of his first letter to the Corinthians, he reminded them that the 

service they rendered to God was not done in vain (1 Cor. 15:58).  He may have done so to prepare 

them for his next topic of discussion, the collection of the members of the church of Christ.  However, 

it is likely that he addressed this topic because they asked him how they were to go about fulfilling this 

aspect of worship and work of the church.  Notice how he begins chapter sixteen, “Now concerning the 

collection for the saints” (1 Cor. 16:1a).  This is commonly how Paul did address topics he had been 

asked about in the letters he received. 

 

When it comes to our giving, we must keep in mind that God has always required His people to give in 

one form or another.  When it came to any type of offering, He always required the “first fruits” of the 

labors of His people, including monetary donations (Ex. 23:16-26; Lev. 2:12-14; 23:10-20; Num. 

18:12; Deut. 26:10; Prov. 3:9…).  The reason we offer the first fruits of our labors today is because He 

has given us the first fruits of the Spirit which we obtained through the greatest sacrifice of Christ 

Jesus (Rom. 8:23). 

 

It should not be lost on the reader that the Corinthians desired to learn how to give to the Lord in the 

proper manner.  It is one thing to haphazardly throw a few dollars in the collection plate, but it is 

entirely a different matter to do it in the way God has demanded.  We also must understand that giving 

is a requirement for ALL members of the Lord’s church, not just of those that have done well 

financially.  Paul said, “…let every one of you” (1 Cor. 16:2), he did not say, “let some of you,” 

neither did he give a reason why any person was not to give.  The less fortunate are not able to give 

what a wealthy person can and should give, but they are still required to give.  Recall the poor widow – 

she gave one mite, the smallest of amounts, but she still gave (Mk. 12:42-43). 

 

We are, then, to “purpose” in our minds how much we are going to give, and it is paramount that we 

understand these steps ultimately culminate in an act of worship before God.  The amount we offer 

should be considered with great concern and stewardship and not just as the plate is being passed; 

instead, it is to be a part of our budget and is to be set aside or “laid by” as God commanded. 

 

How much is each Christian to give?  It is simple; we are to give as God has prospered us!  God has 

caused each of us to prosper, therefore, each is to give.  This is a decision that is to be made 

individually with God in mind.  We determine how we have prospered and are expected to give 

accordingly.  The Jews, during Malachi’s time, robbed God of the offerings that He required from 

them.  He asked Israel, “Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we 

robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings” (Mal. 3:8).  They denied robbing God of anything, but Malachi 

rebuked them for robbing Him by not giving properly when it came to their money! 

 

God requires the first fruits of our labors, and we should offer that to Him with happiness in our hearts 

(2 Cor. 9:7).  It will be a sad day if any of us find ourselves standing before the Judge having robbed 

Him of what is rightfully His.  If that happens, it will become very apparent that it was not worth it and 

that we should have purposed more accurately in our giving! 


