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Without a doubt, it can be clearly seen that God has punished His creation in the past by use of 

physical force.  It is, however, just as clear that He has done so only after much warning and an 

adequate amount of time for those that were punished to repent.  What we should be most concerned 

with is not what He has done to those that lived in the past, but what will He do to those of us who live 

now!  If people choose to be disobedient to God’s commands, He will punish with eternal damnation.  

The Almighty no longer punishes in the same manner as He did during Old Testament times, meaning 

that He is not going to destroy the earth by flood and start fresh.  However, He will punish and we 

should be doing all that we are required to do so that we can avoid that fate. 

 

Many in the religious world deny the Biblical teaching of the eternal, conscious torment of hell, but do 

so strictly on emotional grounds.  They reject everlasting punishment, not because they have done a 

careful study of the scriptures and have arrived at their convictions on a basis of reason, but because, in 

their minds, eternal punishment just “does not seem fair.”  How could a just God punish forever 

someone who has only been disobedient for a brief period of time on earth?  This is often the response 

given to the idea of eternal damnation. 

 

The good news is that we do not have to worry about being able to devise an answer to such 

statements.  The Bible has already answered false teachings such as these. 

 

1. The Bible makes it very clear that God does not delight in the thought of one single individual soul 

being lost in hell, but it is a possibility (2 Pet. 3:9).  In fact, hell was originally prepared for Satan 

and his angels (Mt. 25:41), not for mankind, God’s greatest creation.  To ensure that the world does 

not have to be damned eternally, the Lord has made every possible provision so that mankind might 

not go to this terrible place.  Who would ever be able to accuse God of being “unfair” in light of the 

sacrifice that He and His Son made in Christ’s going to the cross? 

2. Eternal separation from God rests solely in the hands of each person individually.  Paul defends the 

justice of God’s destruction in his Roman letter (Rom. 9:22).  The apostle describes those that will 

be eternally in hell as “vessels of wrath fitted to destruction.”  Albert Barnes noted that “fitted” 

suggests that those who receive eternal punishment are those “whose characters are such as to 

deserve punishment.”  Arndt & Gingrich, of the Greek Lexicon, 419, suggest that these folks 

prepared themselves for destruction.  Paul consistently taught this doctrine when he said, “For the 

wages of sin is death…” (Rom. 6:23).  Wages are earned.  God’s justice is also seen by the fact that 

His judgment will be rendered in proportion to the degree of one’s guilt.  Consider the words of 

Christ, “But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, 

than for you.  And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: 

for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 

remained until this day.  But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in 

the day of judgment, than for thee” (Mt. 11:22-24).  The Hebrew writer endorsed this fact when he 

said, “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 

underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 

an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (Heb. 10:29). 

3. It appears that, even when the wicked come into the realization that they are lost eternally, there 

seems to be no change in their character.  The Rich Man of Luke 16 never expressed one word of 
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repentance for his disobedience or changed the way in which he viewed the beggar Lazarus.  This 

speaks volumes as to the character of many that will be lost. 

4. There is never any opposition to God rewarding someone eternally who served Him for only a short 

period of time in this life. 

 

God is very just in the punishment of His creation.  The world today needs to be focused upon what 

can be done to avoid punishment, not how God’s commandments and teachings can be circumvented 

to fit someone’s personal doctrines.  I hope this study on God’s wrath and punishment has been helpful 

in being able to answer false charges concerning this topic. 


