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When we become obedient to the gospel plan of salvation and strive to live in accordance with the will 

of God, like Moses, we are never to leave anything behind.  When Moses came before Pharaoh and 

demanded, on behalf of God, that he let His people go, Pharaoh began to make excuses.  Though it has 

been thousands of years since Satan used Pharaoh to try to defeat God’s people, he is still using the 

same strategies today. 

 

Pharaoh’s first reaction to God’s demand to let His people go was a resounding, NO!  Still today, Satan 

wants people of the world to question the God of heaven just like the king of Egypt did.  He said, 

“Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?  I know not the LORD, neither will I 

let Israel go” (Ex. 5:2).  Satan wants us to ask the same question, but perhaps in a different way, “Why 

do I need God?”  Pharaoh claimed he did not know this “god”, but is this true?  If he was ignorant of 

knowing the LORD, he was willingly ignorant.  Joseph was well known in the history of the Egyptian 

people, including the ways in which God had worked through and blessed him, ultimately elevating 

him to second in command over all of Egypt.  Since this was no secret, it seems highly unlikely that 

Pharaoh did not know of Jehovah. 

 

Seeing that Moses and God would not relent, the king suggested that he would let them go sacrifice to 

God, but they must do so within the land of Egypt (Ex. 8:28); they would not be allowed to go very far.  

Satan still uses this tactic.  He says, “Go ahead and go to the services of God, but you don’t have to go 

all the time.  You don’t have to go all the way in your obedience to God.” 

 

After the locusts of the eighth plague destroyed much of Egypt, Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron.  

He told them he would allow the men of the people to go worship, but not the rest of the family (Ex. 

10:11).  Would the great tormentor really use one’s own family against them?  How many people have 

refused to obey the gospel of Jesus because a family member had never done so?  Pharaoh’s last 

compromise was no more acceptable than the first.  We cannot partially obey God, and we can never 

leave anything behind. 

 

When the plague of darkness came, Pharaoh called again for Moses and said, “Go ye, serve the LORD; 

only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you” (Ex. 10:24).  Then 

Moses made the bold statement, “Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left 

behind…” (Ex. 10:26).  When we turn to God, we are to do so completely.  We cannot allow our 

possessions to keep us from serving God the way that He has set forth for us to do.  How many times 

has someone allowed their finances to keep them from heaven? (Lk. 12:20). 

 

We must keep in mind that God has always required our best, not the leftovers.  We have to be diligent 

because Satan certainly is (1 Pet. 5:8).  We must never leave anything behind in our obedience to God. 


