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When it comes to our salvation or the way in which we should live, do we need additional sources of 

information apart from the Bible?  Many in the religious world would answer that question with a firm 

“yes!”  If that is the answer some would give, then we should ask, “why?”  Since the Bible has been 

faithfully preserved and translated through the great providence of God, and it contains within it the 

books that authorize all of man’s religious observances, especially those concerning our salvation (Jn. 

5:39), why do we need another source containing supposed revelations from God?  Every word that we 

read in this great book comes from the very mind of God (Lk. 1:70; 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:3, 21).  It has 

not only been preserved for our reading, but it has been preserved in such a way that we are all able to 

understand the great truths it contains (Eph. 3:4). 

 

Since God has taken such great care in making sure that we have in our possession the teachings 

necessary for faithful living and eternal life, why would some want the traditions of their religious 

leaders, which have been developed over the years, to be followed just as closely as the Bible?  This 

reminds us of the Pharisees when Jesus said, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 

the commandments of men” (Mt. 15:9).  Some would have us to observe all Papal and Ecclesiastical 

decrees set forth by some man who claims to be the “Vicar of Christ.”  A “vicar,” according to 

Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary Tenth Edition, is a substitute.  The idea that someone would 

claim to be the “substitute” of the Saviour of mankind is, at its best, pure arrogance!  There are 

supposed latter-day prophets and modern-day revelations that have been held up to be on par with the 

Holy Scriptures.  However, Jude wrote in the long ago, “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 

unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 

should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).  The ASV 

translated Jude’s statement, “Once for all delivered.” 

 

When people look to and follow after other sources to authorize their religious practices, they reject 

“the all sufficiency of the scriptures”.  The result is religious confusion.  Paul boldly said, “For God is 

not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1 Cor. 14:33).  When we 

come to understand that man, not God, causes religious confusion, we quickly see that the way for all 

people to avoid present day confusion is to turn to the same standard of authority which is the Bible. 

 

Within the pages of the Bible, we learn that the whole counsel of God has been proclaimed, that we 

have been given all things pertaining to life and godliness, that the faith has been revealed once for all, 

and that the scriptures make us perfect or complete and equipped for all good works.  We will find all 

we need within the pages of the inspired word of God. 

 

We can be confident that we can trust the Bible and the Bible alone.  We do not need the doctrines of 

men to tell us anything in addition to what God has already revealed to us regarding eternal life or how 

we should live in this one! 


