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Prayer is one of the greatest privileges with which Christians have been blessed.  Mankind would have 

no right to approach the presence of the holy God of heaven without the grace that has been extended 

to us through His Son Jesus Christ and His sacrifice.  Often, when people pray to God, they expect an 

almost immediate change to the circumstances for which they prayed.  However, we must remember 

that God is not bound by the restraints of this world or of time; therefore, we must never accuse Him of 

not answering a prayer that has been offered by His faithful followers. 

 

We need to remind ourselves from time to time, what the purpose of prayer is.  In our prayers, we 

should always offer adoration and thanksgiving to the Father for all He does for us in this life (Mt. 6:9; 

Col. 1:17; 1 Thess. 5:17-18).  When we allow the temptations and sins of this life to influence us, we 

are to approach the Father in confession of those sins so that we can again walk in the light of His 

righteousness (1 Jn. 1:7-10; Prov. 28:13).  We also are commanded to make our requests and 

supplications known to God (1 Tim. 2:1-2).  To make supplication, means to entreat or to ask humbly 

in prayer to God.  God understands what we need in this life, but we are still to come to Him with our 

worries, concerns, and supplications (Phi. 4:6). 

 

Understanding what the purpose of prayer is, we need to also understand that God does answer ALL 

our prayers.  He never ignores His faithful followers, is concerned with our needs, and will always 

answer our requests to Him.  However, there are at least four ways in which God can answer a prayer. 

 

First, God may grant our request; He may say “yes.”  God wants to say yes to the faithful when He 

sees that it is in our best interest.  The Psalmist said, “I called upon the LORD in distress:  the LORD 

answered me, and set me in a large place” (Psa. 118:5).  He also stated, “In the day when I cried thou 

answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul” (Psa. 138:3).  Of course, we know 

that if we put God first in our lives He will take care of our earthly needs in the way that He sees fit 

(Mt. 6:33).  There are conditions placed upon us if we are to have our prayers granted.  Prayers must 

be offered in accordance to the will of God (1 Jn. 5:14).  God will never answer the prayer of someone 

that is not living in the way that God requires (1 Jn. 3:22; Isa. 59:1-2). 

 

Second, God may grant a request, but He may not do so immediately.  He answers the prayers of 

Christians in time and according to His purpose (Ecc. 3:1, 11).  We may come to the conclusion that 

God has declined our request when in reality He is saying to be patient and wait (Heb. 6:10-12).  God 

never wants us to become discouraged and to stop coming to Him in prayer.  We need to be diligent 

and never stop asking (Lk. 11:8-10). 

 

Third, God may grant a request, but not in the way that it is expected.  It is necessary to remember that 

God’s mind is not like our minds, and His thoughts are different from our own (Isa. 55:8-9).  We may 

approach God and ask Him for strength and patience; His answer might come in the form of trials to 
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bear (Phi. 1:29-30; Js. 1:2-5).  We must always be careful not to tell God how He needs to answer our 

prayers.  God always knows what is best for us even when we do not. 

 

Fourth, God may answer our prayers with a “no.”  It may be that a request is made out of an impure 

motive, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (Js. 

4:3).  It may be that we think it is needful when God knows that it is not.  When God does not fulfill a 

request, it is necessary to remember that He can still be trusted (Hab. 3:17-19).  God will never allow 

us to experience something that is beyond our capability to withstand (1 Cor. 10:13).  God will always 

provide the grace and mercy that is necessary for us to do without things we see as needed or to 

withstand the trials of this life (2 Cor. 12:7-9). 

 

God does, in fact, answer the prayers of the faithful every single time!  He may say “yes,” He may say 

“yes, but wait,”  He may say “yes” but in a way that is not what we expect, or He may say “no.”  

However God chooses to answer our prayers, He will do so with our best interest in mind.  We should 

never become discouraged and stop approaching our heavenly Father in prayer! 


