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Last week, we discussed some things that we can do as a whole to strengthen the local congregation.  

Having enthusiastic worship and encouraging fellow members and visitors are ways a  that the 

congregation can strengthen itself.  Now, let us turn our attention inward and consider how “I” can 

help strengthen the local congregation. 

 

First, we must Confirm our relationship with God.  No matter how strong it is, the relationship we 

share with God can always improve as we mature as a Christian.  Our brethren as well as those that 

have not obeyed the gospel must see in each of us the intimate relationship we have with God.  At 

times, we may get caught up in the “academic” knowledge we have and rely more on that than on the 

personal relationship we need to foster.  Paul understood in his own life that he needed to mature and 

strengthen his relationship with God.  He said, “Not as though I had already attained, either were 

already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of 

Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 

those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:12-14). 

 

We must then Construct relationships with our brethren.  The love and unity we share with each other 

is a key characteristic a non-member must notice in us.  The Lord commanded, “A new commandment 

I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this 

shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (Jn. 13:34-35).  We all 

have strong relationships with some of our brethren in that we share things in common.  However, we 

are to strive to find common ground with all our brethren.  This is possible if we carefully endeavor to 

build relationships with each other. 

 

As a top priority in our service to God, we must Concentrate on the lost.  Christ pointed out that the 

light from a candle does no good if it is placed under a basket (Mt. 5:15).  If we are ever going to be 

successful in taking the gospel to the lost, they must first understand that we care for their souls and 

have a genuine interest in them.  We have to spend some time with people building friendships before 

we can offer them the answer to man’s greatest problem, sin.  A simple act of hospitality can go a long 

way in building those relationships.  Of course, we would never engage in questionable behavior in 

order to build a friendship, but if we are not in contact with those in the world, we cannot be a good 

influence upon them. 

 

As we strive to find our place in the body of Christ, we must be diligent in developing our talents, both 

as individuals and as a congregation, and we must have the attitude of a servant.  If we do these things, 

the Lord’s body cannot help but grow in number and, more importantly, in faith! 


