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As we study through the Bible, we read about God’s people tithing, especially in the Old Testament, 

but the subject is also found in the four gospel accounts.  Most denominations in the world endorse the 

command to tithe as an act of worship or will refer to their giving as tithing.  The church of Christ does 

not teach or support the idea that one should tithe as their means to give as an act of worship.  If the 

Old Testament child of God was commanded to tithe and Christ tithed when He lived as a man, why 

does the church of Christ not follow that example?  In order to understand giving as an act of worship, 

consider the following: 

 

When one tithed under the Old Testament law, it meant that he gave a tenth or ten percent of his 

income.  Tithing under that particular law was a very tedious and demanding act.  The Jew was 

commanded to give a tenth of everything, not just his money.  They gave a tenth of all they owned all 

the way down to the smallest of possessions.  By the time it was calculated, the Jew in reality gave 

about 28-33% of their income in tithes.  There were three different tithes that were commanded under 

the Old Testament law.  The Levites received a tenth from the people, who in turn gave one tenth to 

the priests (Num. 18:21-28), one tenth was given for the festive celebration (Deut. 12:5-18), and one 

tenth every third year was given for the poor (Deut. 14:28-29).  Beyond all the tithes that were 

required, they were commanded to leave portions of their harvests to the poor (Ex. 23:10-11; Lev. 

19:9-10; Deut. 23:24-25; Deut. 24:19-22).  This is seen in an actual account when Ruth gleaned in the 

fields of Boaz (Ruth 2:3). 

 

The first instance of tithing is found in the account of Abraham paying tithes to Melchizedek (Gen. 

14:20).  However, we do not find a command for tithing until Lev. 27:30-32, when the Lord 

commanded Moses on the subject, and again in Deut. 14:22-28.  We do find that throughout the Old 

Law, the Hebrew people were to keep the tithe.  Jesus referred to the tithe when He spoke in Mt. 23:23 

as He rebuked the Pharisees for tithing even of their spices yet ignoring the “weightier” matters of the 

law.  He didn’t rebuke them for tithing, instead He rebuked them for ignoring those portions of the 

Law they did not want to keep.  We have to remember that those during the time of Jesus lived under 

the Old Law just as Jesus did, and they were still, at that time, required to tithe. 

 

So, do we tithe today?  There is no commandment found in the New Testament after the establishment 

of the church of Christ to tithe.  There also is no place in the New Testament that specifies a certain 

amount that we are to give as a part of our worship.  There is no doubt that we are commanded to give 

in our worship on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:2) but, unlike the Old Testament, no set amount 

is given.  What we are commanded to do is to give as the Lord has prospered us (1 Cor. 16:1-2), to 

give purposely or in a planned manner (2 Cor. 9:7), to give with a willing mind or not grudgingly (2 

Cor. 8:12), and we are NOT to give God the leftovers.  He has always required the first fruits of His 

creation’s labors (Ex. 22:29).  God is to get His portion right off the top, not after Caesar has received 

his taxes. 

 

How do Christians come to an amount today that is acceptable to God?  We are not commanded 

directly to give, but let us consider a few things.  By being under a superior law, as Christians we 

should hold ourselves to a higher standard (Heb. 8:6).  We reap greater benefits under the Law of 

Christ than anyone ever reaped under the Law of Moses (Heb. 10:1-4).  Does it not seem reasonable 

that if we are under a superior law that we would give of our means in a superior way?  We must 
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always consider our blessings, both physical and spiritual, as we give in our worship to God.  

Christians DO NOT tithe today, but perhaps we can use the tithe as a benchmark to help us in 

purposing our own giving. 

 

In the end, we have to “work out” our own “salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12).  The Lord 

knows if we are living as we ought to as Christians, which includes giving on the first day of the week 

in an appropriate manner.  Perhaps we should all consider what we give back to the Lord and make 

sure that we are living up to His expectations (2 Cor. 9:6). 


